

... ...
 Dear Friend,

This is the material I used in our first church in the Philippines. I taught all three volumes in the Sunday School hour. It took three years to complete these three volumes.
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I am attaching an order form for your convenience.

PS. My scanner may have distorted some of the print.


211 VOLUIME 1- STEPS TO MATURITY
WA 1 | by Devid R. Clemens 8

TERCHER'S MANURAL



... ...
Dear Friend,

This is the material I used in our first church in the Philippines. I taught all three volumes in the Sunday School hour. It took three years to complete these three volumes.

After seeing how much our people grew in the Word we thought it wise to have this same material taught in every church we planted. 

This material really grounds people in the Word of God. It also gives a pastor a long term plan in his teaching schedule.

I gave each attender a copy of the center boxed part of each sheet after I taught the lesson. They in turn took it home and read it which was another plus in their learning process.

It was a good investment for us to make in the lives of our people.

I am attaching an order form for your convenience.

God bless you. Mel Brown


'

CONTENTS

Foreward

Flow Chart
Introduction

Acknowledgments

Preface

About the Author

Unit |

Lesson
Lesson

Lesson
Lesson

Lesson
Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Unit Il

Lesson

9

Lesson 10

Lesson 11

Unit 11

Lesson 12

Lesson 13

Lesson 14

Lesson 15

CONVINCED

The Book That Reveals God Is Trustworthy

Accepting the Evidence
Recognizing Its Inspiration .

Facing the Difficulties .
Hearing It Speak .

Learning Its Usefulness . . . . . .
Studying Its Alternative to Evolution .

Investigating Its Record of What Happened

Observing Its Scientific Accuracy

APPROACHING GOD
The Barrier .
The Bridge

The Eternal Alternatives .

COMPREHENDING GOD
Is There Really a God?
What Is God Like?

Who Is Jesus Christ?

Who Is the Holy Spirit?

. Partl

Part I

. Partl1

Part IT

. PartI

Part I

. PartI

Part I
Part I
Part I1

. Partl

Part IT

. Part1

Part I

. Part1

Part 1T

. PartI

Part 1T

. Part]

Part IT

. Partl]

Part 11

. Partl

Part 11

3

13
18
27
37
41
49
59
67
93
97
109

121
125
135
140
147
151

159
165
171
176
185
190
209
213


... ...
Volume 1

Contents


Unit IV WORSHIPING GOD

Lesson 16 The Church: God’s Plan for Believers . . . Partl 225

Part 11 231
Lesson 17 Missions: God’s Plan forthe World . . . . . . . 245
Lesson 18 What Is God’s Plan forMe? . . . . . . . Partl 259

PartII 266
Appendix 1 How the Bible Was Assembled . . . . . . . .285
Appendix 2 Sources of the Bible Writers’ Information . . . .286
Appendix 3 How Scholars Ascertain the Original Text . . . .287
Appendix 4 Accuracy in the Work of the Copiers . . . . . .287
Appendix 5 Witnessing . . e e e e e e e o ... o.288
Appendix 6 Fossil (Cave) 1\/Ien C o .. ... 2290
Appendix 7 Theories of the Origin of the Umverse ... . .296
Appendix 8 Spontaneous Generation . . . ... .298
Appendix 9 Notes on Genesis, Chapters One and Two I 1 4
Appendix 10 A Consideration of the Day-Agc and Gap Theorics . 307
Appendix 11 Dinosaurs . . e B ) 94
Appendix 12 The Genesis Flood T 2 € |
Appendix 13 Noah’sArk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .317
Appendix 14 Miracles . . . T ) &
Appendix 15 Could Christ Have Smned'r’ C e e e e e e . 822
Appendix 16 Christ and Fulfilled Prophecy . . . . . . . . .324
Appendix 17 The Kenosis of Christ . . . . . . . . . . . .324
Appendix 18 Spiritual Gifts . . . . . %4
Appendix 19 The Sign Gifts of Tongues C e . 329
Appendix 20 Ingredients of a God-Controlled (Spmt Fllled) Llfe 335
Appendix 21 Baptism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .339
Appendix 22 Heaven . . S 220
Appendix 23 The Discussion Method C e e e e oo ... . 348
GIOSSATY . . « « &« o . e e e e e e e e e e e e . 351
FOOtnoteS . . - = « « « + « o o o o o+« « . . . .354
Bibliography . . . . . . . . . . o ..o e e e e 363

Devotional Guides
Memory Verses and Case



© BCM 1975

CONTENTS

Foreword

Flow chart

To the teacher
Preface
Acknowledgments
About the Author

Lesson 1 Why Should I Obey God’s Word? . . . Part I 1
Part 11 6
Unit | GOD’S DESIRE
Lesson 2 Why Am I Really Here? . . . . . . . Part 1 17
Part 1T 22
Lesson 3 Become Like Christ? . . . . . . . . Part 1 25
Part IT 30
Part 111 33
Part IV 35
Part V 37
Part VI 40
Part VII 45
Lesson 4 Influence the World? . . . . . . . . Part I 53
Part 11 57
Unit 1l GOD’S STANDARD
Lesson 5 The Believer and the Occult . . . . . Part I 73
Part 11 79
Part 111 81
Lesson 6 The Believer and the Opposite Sex . . . Part I 107
Part 11 111
Part Il 113
Lesson 7 The Believer and Authority . . . . . . Part I 141
Part 11 146
Pare 111 149
Lesson 8 The Believer and Questionable Activities . Part 1 159
Part 1T 162
Part IIT 165
Lesson 9 The Believer and Prayer . . . . . . . Part 1 179
Part 1T 184
Lesson 10  The Cutting Edge Is God’s Word . . . .  Part] 199

Part 1T 204


... ...
Volume 2

Contents


Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix 9
Appendix 10
Appendix 11
Appendix 12
Appendix 13
Appendix 14
Appendix 15
Appendix 16
Appendix 17
Appendix 18
Appendix 19
Appendix 20
Appendix 21
Appendix 22
Appendix 23
Appendix 24
Appendix 25
Appendix 26
Appendix 27

0 IO O N

Footnotes
Bibliography

Authority

Enemies of Dlsc1plesh1p

The New Morality . .
Without God Man Is Incomplete .
God-like Reactions . ..
Growth .

Abiding: John 15

Healing .

Destinies of Men .

Imitating Christ

Discipline

The Occult .

Submission . .

Interracial Marriage .

Divorce

Abstinence .

Teenagers and Sex Informatlon
The Bible and Birth Control

What About Abortion?
Masturbation . .
What About the Behcver and War'f‘ .
Capital Punishment . ]

Was Jesus a Revolutionary? .
Intrafamily Relationships

Law and Grace

Background Difference Between Jews and Gentlles .

Specific Questionable Activities .

Devotional Guides
Memory Verses and Case

217
218
220
227
229
230
232
234
238
241
242
244
251
254
255
263
264
265
266
268
269
271
273
275
2717
281
282



CONTENTS

Foreword

Flow Chart

To the Student
To the Teacher
Acknowledgments
Preface

About the Author

Lesson 1 Good Works?. .. ...ttt i 3

Unit | LOVING OTHERS

Lesson 2 LoveDefined....... ... ... .. .. ... 25

Lesson 83 LoveDescribed....................... Part I 43
Part 11 49

Tesson 4 LoveIn ACHION .. ..t iii it i it et eeeenn 77

Lesson 5 LearningtoLove...................... Part 1 91
PartII 95

Unit 11 CHANGING ME

Lesson 6 Change—Who?Me? .................... Part I 111
PartII 116
Part IIT 120
Lesson 7 Change—How?. ... ... ... .. ... .. 129
Lesson 8 Change—Why?....... ... i, 149

Unit 1 FACING MY PROBLEMS

Lesson 9 Problems—Commonto AlI?. ............... .. ... 169
Lesson 10 Problems—Why? . ..... ... ... .. oo 181
Lesson 11 Problems—And ‘“The Way of Escape”. .. ... Part I 199

Part I 205

Unit IV RESOLVING PROBLEMS WITH OTHERS

Lesson 12 Problemswith God? . .................. Part1 221
Part II 226
Lesson 13 Problems with People!l. ................. Part I 243
Part II 247

Unit V HANDLING MY FEELINGS

Lesson 14 What About My Feelings? . ..................... 273
Lesson 15 ANEEr ..ottt ittt it 287
Lesson 16 WOIry .. ..ot i 303
Lesson 17  Self-pity ........ .. i 311
Lesson 18 Inferiority......... ... oo, 321
Lesson 19 Depression. .. ..., 349

Lesson 20  The Judgment Seat of Christ. . .................. 373


... ...
Volume 3

Contents


Appendix 1 What Is Christlikeness? . ........ ... 409
Appendix 2 Corinth...... ... ... .. .. 410
Appendix 3 Love ....... ... 411
Appendix 4 Separation...............ooiiiiii 413
Appendix 5 The Conference Table............ ... .. ... 420
Appendix 6 Tensionand Fear........ ..., 421
Appendix 7 Psalms 42,43 ........ .o 423
Appendix 8 Psalms 73,37 ... ... i 425
Appendix 9 Biblical Insight into Problems . ................ 427
Appendix 10 Teaching Visuals ... ... 431
FOOtNOtES « v vttt et et i s 435
Subject Index . ..ot 445
Bibliography . .. .. v 449
Devotional Guides and Instructions. . ... ..oovve e 450

Memory Verses and Case



ABOUT THE TEACHER’S MANUAL

The teacher’s manual has been organized to provide as much resource information on each
lesson as possible within a few pages. Most pages contain three separate parts: the corresponding
student’s lesson page, indicated Teacher’s Notes, and a portion of the “Communicating the Lesson”
section.

Communicating

the
Lesson
Student’s
Material
Teacher’s
Notes

Student’s Material

Each page of the student’s material has been reduced in size and printed in the teacher’s
manual so that the teacher’s manual is complete in itself.

Teacher’s Notes

The numbers to the side of the student’s material indicate resource material related to the
bold-face or underlined words and contained in Teacher’s Notes (T.N.) at the bottom of the page
(or preceding or following pages).

Communicating the Lesson

Note: Some of the lessons are divided into two distinct parts. These are to be taught in two separate, but consecutive, tessons.

A teaching plan to show the teacher how to utilize the student material has been developed
for each lesson. Each plan has been organized into the following parts:

Objective: The objective is stated to help clarify in the teacher’s mind what the students are to
gain from the combination of their own preparation and the lesson session. Focusing on the objec-

tive—not covering material—is the purpose of any teaching session. Learning is problem solving;
the more practical, critical, and personal the problem is, the greater will be the student’s attention
to and retention of the solution. Objectives state the direction of a lesson. The teacher, however,
should be aware of situations which may actually exist in the group and, whenever possible, relate
the objective in a realistic, personal way to such problems. A problem that strikes home is far more
pertinent than a problem based on theary.

Using the Lesson: Thetime of concentrated group study and sharing revolves around a particular
portion or point of each lesson. Discussions and small group activities are techniques used which
allow the students to work together in this part of the lesson.

Finalizing the Objective: ~ After the period of concentrated study, the teacher should spend a few
minutes bringing the lesson to a close by sharing with the students thoughts which center around
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Check it out and see for yourself how good this material is.


Lesson 1
ACCEPTING THE EVIDENCE

While visiting London a villager toured the Houses of Parliament and then
stood gazing at the famous and accurate clock, Big Ben. Pulling a worn and
battered watch from his pocket, he consulted it for a moment, jerked his thumb
contemptuously toward Big Ben, and commented, ‘“There’s something wrong
with that there clock!”

I.  How Can | Be Convinced the Bible Is God's Word?

How often have you heard just such an attitude reflected in people’s
remarks about God’s Word? They bring the Bible to the bar of human reason
and then reject it because God’s thoughts do not coincide with their own.
Indeed, no other book in all the world has been attacked so bitterly and so per-
sistently as the Word of God.

The human heart holds a curious prejudice against the Bible. Scientists’
statements are seldom questioned; the records of historians like Josephus or
Herodutus are taken at face value. But if their remarks happen to contradict
the Bible, so much the worse for the Bible. This prejudice is all the more remark-
able when we remember that human opinions vary greatly, often change, and
are frequently based on incomplete knowledge.

How can we account for this attitude? The Bible declares that the natural
man cannot receive spiritual things, but considers them foolishness (1 Cor. 2:
14). There is no way for the human intellect to grasp divine truth apart from
the illuminating power of God’s Spirit. Before being transformed by God’s
power, people ““. . .walk, in the vanity of their mind, having the understanding
darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in
them, because of the blindness of their heart” (Eph. 4:17, 18). Thesc arc sober-
ing words, but they explain very well why the Bible is persistently attacked, mis-
understood, and misrepresented by men.

Few unbelicvers become convinced of the Bible’s supernatural nature by
listening to arguments in its behalf. In fact, most people are saved by hearing
the Word of God without having ever heard any arguments concerning its

© BCM 1973, 1978

1. Josephus, a Jewish historian of the first century, is considered an authority on Hebrew history. Herodutus, an
ancient Greek historian, is known as the Father of History.

2. It is important to show students that there are sound reasons for accepting the Bible as God’s Word, that it is correct
in all its statements. First, unless the student has such reasons (1 Pet. 3:15), it is likely he will not be obedient to God’s
Word in situations where there is a conflict between the student’s desires and God's standards. Possible areas of conflict
include marrying/dating nonbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14), having daily devotions (Josh. 1:8), and being totally available to
God (Rom. 12:1, 2). Second, the student’s personal witness can lose its impact if he has no reasons for his faith. Witness
without conviction leads to ridicule and consequently dishonors the name of Christ. Finally, unless he accepts Ged'’s
Word, he will not fully experience personal comfort from verses such as Romans 8:28, 29 and Isaiah 41:10. See Teacher’s
Visual (T.V.) 1.

3. Futility, aimlessness.

LESSON 1



inspiration. The Holy Spirit works in the individual’s heart convincing him the
Bible is God’s Word. Through it he learns that he is a sinner, he needs a Saviour,
and God has provided that Saviour in the Lord Jesus Christ. Believing the truth-
fulness of Scripture in salvation, he then accepts its truthfulness in other realms.

Il.  Observe the Evidence

The truthfulness of God’s Word cannot be proved by mere argument;
nevertheless, there are valid evidences for the Bible’s inspiration (the study of
4 them is called Apologetics), evidences which help confirm a believer’s faith.
Taken separately none of these evidences proves the Bible to be God’s Word;
mm? however, collectively they build an impressive case for its trustworthiness.

Biblical Christianity is not built upon absurd reasoning or subjective reli-
gious experience; rather, it is rooted in verifiable, historical fact. Faith is believ-
ing, what upon excellent testimony appears to be true. The Bible is the Word of
God. Consider these seven reasons for accepting it as such.

° 00

A.  The Bible Claims to Be the Word of God

‘It is significant that the Bible itself claims to be the Word of God, for then
when an individual says that the Bible is the Word of God, he is not claiming

IF the Bible
did not claim to be
the Word of God. . .

.. .and someone then
claimed that the Bible

is the Word of God. . .

- . .then he claims more
for the Bible than the
Bible claims for itself.

NO CLAIM A
to be God's Word ‘
[
“l say the Bible is
the Word of God.”
SINCE the Bible .. .for someone to now . . .is to claim no more
claims to be the claim that the Bible is for the Bible than the
Word of God. . . the Word of God. . . Bible claims for itself!
T
3000* CLAIMS7 f] )
to be God's Word
7 o
4 [ s

.
““l say the Bible is
the Word of God"”

4.  The study of evidences is called ““apologetics’ from a Greek word meaning “a verbal defense or answer.”” Apologetics
is the systematic defense of the Christian faith against intellectual attacks. Christian evidences, one aspect of apologetics,
sets forth concrete reasons for accepting the Bible as God’s Word and for accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.
Why study Christian evidences? 1) The Bible commands it (in 1 Pet. 3:15 the Greek word for “answer” is ‘‘apologia”;
in Phil. 1:7, 17 the same word is translated “defense.” See also Jude 3; Col. 4:6; Tit. 1:9). 2) The early Christians used
Christian evidences in their witnessing (Acts 4:33; 26:8, 23, 26; 1 Cor. 15:1-8). Note evidences of the resurrection used
in Acts 14:15-17; evidences of God in nature in Romans 1:20; Acts 26:8-23; 1 Timothy 1:12-16; fulfilled prophecy in
Acts 26:22, 27. 3) Ignorance, skeptism, and unbelief demand sound exposition of facts concerning God’s Word. Use
these evidences lovingly (Col. 4:6; 2 Tim. 2:24, 25), recognizing it is the Holy Spirit, not argument and logic, who con-
verts people (1 Cor. 2:14; John 16:8, 9). See Many Infallible Proofs by Henry Morris (Creation-Life Publishers, San
Diego, California), pp. 1-7, and Set Forth Your Case by Clark Pinnock (Moody Press, Chicago, 111.), pp. 11-19.
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more than the Bible claims for itself. More than 3000 times, in both the Old and
New Testaments, the Bible says it is the Word of God.

1. The Old Testament Claim

The Old Testament writers claimed to be writing the very Word of God.
Expressions such as “God said,” “The Lord spake saying,” “The Lord com-
manded,” and “The Word of the Lord” occur nearly 700 times in the Pente-
teuch (the first five baoks of the Old Testament) and more than 2600 times
throughout the entire Old Testament. See 2 Samuel 23:2-5, Joshua 1:1-9, and
Jeremiah 1:1-10.

Those who deny the inspiration of the Old Testament must also deny the
deity and dependability of the Lord Jesus Christ, for He firmly believed and
taught that the Old Testament was God's authoritative word. Twelve times He
endorsed the Old Testament. For example:

In Luke 24:44 He said, “All things must be fulfilled, which were written in
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning Me.”Here
He endorsed all three divisions of the Hebrew Bible.

In Matthew 19:4-6 He endorsed the Genesis account of the creation; in
Luke 17:26-32, the flood account and Sodom’s destruction; in Matthew 12:39-
41, the record of Jonah, the fish, and the conversion of Nineveh. Significantly,
Christ endorsed the very Old Testament events which are most often denied by
modern critics.

Including Jesus Christ’s statements, the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke,
John) contain approximately 400 references to the Old Testament; Romans is
saturated with Old Testament references; Hebrews records 88 quotations from
16 Old Testament books. Revelation has nearly 400 references and allusions to
persons, thoughts, and events connected with the Old Testament.

Additionally, Acts 1:16 and 4:25 attribute the writings of David to the
Holy Spirit, and Romans 9:17 equates Scripture with God's spoken Word.
Speaking primarily of the Old Testament, 2 Timothy 3:16 declares, “All Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God.” Hebrews 1:1 states, “God. . .spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets.” Second Peter 1:21 affirms that in the
0ld Testament, . . .holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.”

2. The New Testament Claim

Many New Testament writings are letters. These naturally lack the old
Testament prophet’s “Thus saith the Lord,” yet it is evident that the writers
knew their work was inspired.

5. The Hebrew Old Testament

Today the Old Testament contains 39 books which divide into four major sections: law, history, poetry, and the pro-
phets. In Bible days the Hebrew Old Testament rearranged the same content condensing it into 24 books. Compare the
Hebrew Old Testament arrangement that follows with the present day arrangement in the Table of Contents in your
Bible. The arrangement of the books within each division is not certain. For example, some lists have ] eremiah at the

head of the prophctic section.
THE HEBREW OLD TESTAMENT

The Law The Prophets
Genesis Joshua
Exodus Judges
Leviticus Samuel
Numbers Kings
Deuteronomy Isaiah
Jeremiah
Ezekiel

The Book of the Twelve
(Hosea to Malachi)

The Writings

Psalms

Proverbs

Job

Song of Solomon .
Ruth
Lamentations
Ecclesiastes
Esther

Daniel
Ezra—Nehemiah
Chronicles




Paul called his own words “commandments of the Lord” (1 Cor. 14:37),
and thanked God that his hearers received the word from him, *. . .not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God” (1 Thess. 2:13). Peter
included himself and his fellow servants of Christ on the same level as Old
Testament prophets (2 Pet. 3:2), and included Paul’s epistles (letters) with “the
other Scriptures” (2 Pet. 3:16). John claimed to write what was given him by
God (Rev. 1:1).

None of the New Testament was written when the Lord Jesus was on
earth. Any witness He gave to the New Testament had to be given before the
actual writing. While on earth, He promised His disciples three things:

First, the Holy Spirit would bring back all His teachings to their memory
(John 14:26). This promise was fulfilled when the Spirit enabled the Gospel
writers to record accurately truths relating to Christ’s earthly life.

Then, the Holy Spirit would teach them all things and guide them into all
truth (John 14:26; 16:13). The Spirit did teach and equip the disciples with an
understanding of all truth necessary for life. These truths are recorded in the
New Testament epistles.

Finally, the Holy Spirit would show them things to come (John 16:13).
Revelation, the great prophetic book of the New Testament, reveals “‘things to
come” and is the fulfillment of this promise.

Clearly the Lord Jesus promised in advance the inspiration of the Gospels,
the Epistles, and the book of Revelation. The Old Testament looks forward to
His birth—the birth of the One who is God’s full revelation of Himself to man
(Col. 2:9). The New Testament explains Old Testament teaching and completes
God’s revelation of Himself by recording the significance of Christ’s life, death,
and resurrection.

If it contains
3000 lies,
can it raally be

GREAT literature

The Bible is what it claims to be or else it is a book written by a most con-
sistent group of liars. If, as some claim, the Bible is only great literature, it lies
more than 3,000 times. Would such a book really be “great’?

The Bible’s truthfulness can be demonstrated through archaeology, his-
tory, and fulfilled prophecy. All these evidences encourage us to believe it speaks
the truth when it claims to be God’s Word.

B.  The Bible Cannot Be Destroyed

The Bible is unique because of its age. Rarely are books known or reprinted
10 25 years after their original publication. However, parts of the Old Testament
were written over 2500 years ago, and the New Testament, over 1900 years ago.

6.

An additional example of Christ’s endorsement of the Old Testament is found in Matthew 23:35. Jesus referred to
the slaying of Abel (Gen. 4:8) and of Zechariah (2 Chron. 24:20, 21). Because Genesis was the first and Chronicles the
last book of the Hebrew Old Testament (see T.N. 5), jesus thus embraced the entire Old Testament. In the Matthew
account Zechariah is called Barachiah’s son, in 2 Chronicles Zechariah is called the son of jehoiada, the priest. Barachiah
was probably Zechariah’s father, and ] ehoiada his famous grandfather (2 Chron, 24:15, 20-22).

Inspiration means “God-breathed.” See Lesson 2.

Bible writers believed their writings were inspired by God. Other individuals have also claimed inspiration for their
writings (Mohammed, for example), but the number of times Bible writers make such a claim is unique to Scripture.
Often the writers condemn lying and claim inspiration in the same passage. Their claim of divine authorship would be
irreconcilable with their exhortations for truth and holiness if they were not, in fact, writing under inspiration. Other-
wise they were hypocritical deceivers—inconceivable in view of the Bibie's unique character and history.

The English word Bible is from the Greek word meaning “‘roll”’ or “book.” ‘“Book” in Luke 4:17, for example, refers
to a roll of papyrus: “And there was handed to Him [the roll of] the book of the prophet Isaiah. He opened (unrolled)
the book. . .” (Amp.). The term Scripture refers to the inspired writings of both Old and New Testaments {2 Tim. 3:16;
2 Pet. 3:16). The phrase Word of God refers to the written form of God’s revelation (Matt. 15:6, NAS; John 10:35;
Heb. 4:12). Each term indicates the Book of God’s final revelation to man.

10. Approximately -eighty percent of all books published are forgotten after the first year; only one half of one percent

are in demand seven years after publication.




Throughout history the Bible’s enemies have been aggressively hostile. 1

Infidels for 1800 years have been refuting and overthrowing this book, and yet
it stands today as solid as a rock. Its circulation increases, and it is more loved
and cherished and read today than ever before. Infidels, with all their assaults,
make about as much impression on this book as a man with a tack hammer would
on the Pyramids of Egypt. When the French monarch proposed the persecution
of the Christians in his dominion, an old statesman and warrior said to him, “Sire,
the Church of God is an anvil that has worn out many hammers.” So the ham-
mers of infidels have been pecking away at this book for ages, but the hammers
are worn out, and the anvil still endures. If this book had not been the book of
God, men would have destroyed it long ago. Emperors and popes, kings and
priests, princes and rulers have all tried their hand at it; they dic and the book
still fives.

The threat of opposition to the Bible can be traced from early times to
the present. Today opposition comes from sources such as Communism,
present-day thinkers who demand—within the framework of the New Morality— 12
that biblical standards be thrown out, and critics who claim the Bible is full of
errors and contradictions. Nevertheless, the Bible remains a best seller with
universal appeal. Millions of copies are published and sold annually. According
to the American Bible Society, the Bible has been translated into over 1300 of
the 2796 languages of the world.

To summarize: The cighteenth century French philosopher Voltaire dared
.to predict the Bible would be a forgotten book found only in museums by the
nineteenth century. Ironically, however, within 25 years of Voltaire’s death, the
Geneva Bible Society was using his home and his printing presses to publish the
Word of God.

The Bible cannot be destroyed. Doesn’t this suggest it deserves our special
attention?

C. The Bible Is a Unified Whole

One basic unifying theme runs throughout the Bible—Jesus Christ. The
Old Testament looked forward to His coming; the Gospels record His birth and
life; the rest of the New Testament explains the significance of His life, death,
resurrection, and return.

The Bible’s unity is also illustrated by its single moral standard. For exam- 13, 14
ple, adultery was condemned by Moses in the Old Testament (Ex. 20:14) as well
as by Jesus in the New Testament (Matt. 5:27-32).

The Bible’s unity becomes even more impressive when we consider it was
written by necarly 40 men of varied backgrounds—including shepherds, fisher-

© BCM 1973, 1978

11. In 303 A.D. Diocletian demanded all Bibles be destroyed by fire. To celebrate his apparent success he ordered
medals made with the inscription “The Christian religion is destroyed and the worship of the gods restored.” A short ten
years later, Constantine came to the throne and made Christianity the state religion. He offered a reward to any person
bringing him a Bible. Within twenty-four hours he had fifty Bibles. In the sixteenth century William Tyndale translated
the Bible into English, an illegal activity in England. He was forced to work in Germany, and copies of the translation
were smuggled into England in barrels of flour, bales of cloth, and by other means. Thousands of copies were seized and
burned only to be replaced by other thousands. Tyndale himself burned at the stake in 1536. His last words were a
prayer that the king’s eyes would be opened. Three years later the prayer was answered when Henry VIl ordered the
publication of The Great Bible. For a historical account of the aggressive hostility against the Bible and Christians, read
Fox’s Book of Martyrs. Today, Russian communism is attempting to eliminate all of the Bible’s influence, but Bibles are
continually being smuggled into iron-curtain countries. God'’s Smuggler by Brother Andrew is a dramatic and current
consideration of this.

12.  The New Morality is essentially a revolt against authoritative, unbending guidelines set down in the Bible. The New
Morality favors permissive freedom teaching “anything goes.” For example, it amends the commandment dealing with
adultery to read: “Thou shalt not commit adultery ordinarily.”

13. Other concepts introduced in the Old Testament and developed further in the New Testament are:
The love of God: Jeremiah 31:3/1 John 4:8

Wages of sin: Ezekiel 18:20/Romans 6:23

The necessity of a new birth: Ezekiel 18:31/)ohn 3:3

The great command to love: Leviticus 19:18/Matthew 22:37-39

Standard of righteousness: Leviticus 19:2/Matthew 5:48

U AW N =
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men, prophets, kings, soldiers, scholars, professional men, and common labor-
ers—representing thirteen countries and three continents. David and Solomon
were kings, Jeremiah and Ezekiel were priests, Moses and Amos were shepherds,
Paul was a theologian, Matthew was a tax collector, and Peter and John were
fishermen. Collectively they wrote over a period of 1600 years and utilized at
least three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek). That such a culturally,
geographically, educationally diversified group could maintain the same theme
and moral standard with no contradiction while dealing with many controver-
sial subjects (morals, ethics, child training, family roles, etc.) can be explained
only in terms of God—the true Author of the Book.

e
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40 Different Writers
13 Different Countries
3 Different Continents
3 Different Languages
1600 Years in Writing

D. The Bible Is Continually Verified by Archaeology

Archaeology has proved the accuracy of many of the Bible’s historical
statements. Consider the case of Belshazzar in Daniel 5. The Bible’s claim that
» Belshazzar was the king killed that fateful night—when God’s hand wrote on the
° wall and Babylon was captured by the Medes and Persians—was long considered
an error. Secular history recorded Nabonidus as the last king of Babylon, never
mentioning Belshazzar, But in 1853 the biblical account was verified. Archaelo-
gists discovered a cylinder which showed there were actually two kings of Baby-
lon, a father and a son. Belshazzar had been made co-ruler by his father Naboni-
dus. On the night of the invasion, Nabonidus was at his oasis retreat in Arabia;
Belshazzar was captured and killed.

14.  Sometimes it is suggested that the emphasis on love in Matthew 5:38-42 indicates a change from the Old Testament
standard of justice (an “eye for an eye,” Ex. 21:24). However, keep the following in mind:
1) Exodus 21:24 was an Old Testament judicial principle which emphasized that the punishment should fit the crime.
This is a concept of law even today.
2)  “An eye for an eye” is a check against impassioned vengeance which often results from a minor injury. Man’s
natural reaction is to retaliate beyond what is called for; the death penalty is an over-retaliation for a theft of a sum of
money. “An eye for an eye” was restricted only to crimes involving bodily injury.
3)  Men were not given the right to take vengeance into their own hands. The Old Testament principle, which coin-
cides with the New Testament principle, indicates that men were to “love thy neighbor as thyself” (see Lev. 19:18).
Consequently, “an eye for an eye” was not intended to “extract a pound of flesh” or to “get even,” but to limit or
check severe punishment for crimes which did not warrant such.
4) It s interesting to note that even in the Old Testament the payment for a crime was often a money fine; murder
was the exception (see Num. 35:31). The Bible’s standard is consistent throughout.

15. Use T.V. 2 to illustrate the length of 1600 years. The Bible’s single moral standard is significant when we consider
today’s decline in attitudes toward moral standards. Actions accepted today would have been censored just a few years
ago. This is evident in television broadcasting, magazine and billboard advertising, and everyday language standards. The
Bible, however, amazingly retains the same standard over a 1600 year period.
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Quantity

©

N.T. VOLUME 2 GOSPELS, VOL. 2

FG2K
FG2T
FG2F
_____ _FG2pP
____FGa2v
___ _FG2R
__dz. FG2TH

_ dz. FG2TK

__dz. FG2H
FG2BS
FG2LT

Kit (includes text, figures)11.95

Toext . ................ 3.25
Figures............... 8.95

Program Guide........ 2.95

Bible Verses Visualized. . 8.95 I
Review Chartt. ... . .. .. 3.95

Tokens and Holders +
.................. 12/2.65

Tokens............. 12/1.25 _
Holders ............ 12/1.60

Bible Study Helps ... .. 1.75

Listen * N Learn Tape. .

N.T. VOLUME 3 ACTS, VOL. 1

FA1K Kit (includes text, figures)11.95
FA1T Text ................. 3.25
FA1F Figures............... 8.95
FA1P Program Guide........ 2.95
FA1V Bible Verses Visualized. . 8.95
FA1R Review Chartt......... 3.95
dz. FA1TH Tokens and Holders +
.................. 12/225
dz. FA1TK Tokens............. 12/1.25
dz. FATH Holders ............ 12/1.10
FA1BS Bible Study Helps. . .1.75
_ FAWLT Listen 'N Learn Tape .4.95
N.T VOLUME 4 ACTS, VOL. 2
FA2K Kit (includes text, figures) 11.95
FA2T Text ................. 3.25
FA2F Figures............... 8.95
FA2P Program Guide........ 29 __
FA2V Bible Verses Visualized. .895
FA2R Review Chartt......... 3.95
__ dz. FA2TH Tokens and Holders +
.................. 12/2.25
dz. FA2TK Tokens............. 12/1.25
dz. FA2H Holders ............ 12/1.10
FA2BS Bible Study Helps .. ... 1.75
FA2LT Listen 'N Learn Tape. .
STERS TO MATURITY
VOLUME 1 GOD ENCOUNTERED
SM1T Teacher’'s Manual. . ...
SM1S Student’s Manual. . .. ..
SM1V Visual Packet.......... 495
VOLUME 2 THE CUTTING EDGE
SM2T Teacher’s Manual. .. .. 17.95
. SM2s Student’s Manual. . . . .. 15.95
VOLUME 3 LIVING!
SM3T Teacher's Manual. .. .. 17.95
_ SM3S Student’s Manual. . . . .. 15.95

e

Price

Quantity

4

MISSIONARY LESSONS
So Send | You Kit. ... .. 6.50

MSUK

MNI

MTA

Msi

495

.4.95

A New Life for Iromo....6.50
Tamenta.............. 4.50
Three Stories from India.8.95

CHRISTIAN LIFE LESSONS

— CLFG
_ CLHSK
. CLGP

__ dz. 5CLGPT
pk. 5CLGPI

___ CLSK

God is My Friend. .. .. .. 8.95

Price

God’s Highway Signs Kit..95

God’s Power Vs. Satan’s
Power............... 10.95

God’s Power Tokens.

God’s Power

Invitations® . .. ... ... 50/1.25

Sir Knight of the

SplendidWay ... ..... $1050

COME ALIVE SERIES

CAS-1
CAS-2
CAS-3

CAS-4
_ CAs-5
__ CAS-6
__ CAs7

CAS-8

Sam and the Scarecrow 1.95

12185

God Loves Me......... 195

195

God'’s Perfect Measuring
Stick................. 1.95
The Only Way Out. ... .. 1.95
Patty and the Pennies. ..

The Day Betty

Was Born. . ........... 1.95
Clara and

the China Horse....... 1.95

Will You Be Ready?.... 1865

SPECIAL DAY SERIES

___ SDSsA

Price Tag on Easter....2.25

FIVE-DAY BIBLE CLUBE SERIES

THE KING’S HIGHWAY

OTHER BIBLE LESSONS
INTRODUCTORY LESSONS

IFGK
___dz.|FGT

Footsteps to God Kit. . . .6.50

Footsteps to God
Tokens+ ............ 12/.60

TOTALOF COLUMN3

12/250

395

__ 5KHK Kit.. . ... . 11.95
dz. SKHTH  Tokens & Holders + .
____PK. 5KHI Invitations® . .. ... ... 50/1.25 _
__ dz. 5KHTK  Tokens+ ........... 121125
dz. SKHH Holders ............ 12/1.25
JESUS IS CONQUEROR
5JCK Kit.. ... 13.95
dz. 5JCT Tokens+ ........... 12/1.25
__ 54C! Invitations® . ... ..... 1/1.00
sheet of 6 for copying)
GOD IS MY FRIEND
_____ 5GFK Kit.................. 14.95
__ dZ.5GFTH  Tokens+ ........... 12/1.50
pk. 5GFI Invitations® . . .. ... .. 50/1.25
TEACHING BOOKS
TBB The Bible
God’s Wonderful Book. .3.95
TBS Salvation, Learning
About God’s Plan...... 3.95
TBGR Growing, Learning
to Walk God’'s Way ....395___
TBP Prayer, How to
Talkk to God........... 395_
__TBGI Giving,
Christian Stewardship. . .
TBW Witnessing, Telling Others
About Jesus........... 3.95
TBM Missions, Basic Questions
and Answers.......... 3.95
TBO Qur Bodies............ 3.95
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